CHAPTER 749 -SIGNS  “EXHIBIT B” OF ORDINANCE NO. O-7-2009
749.01 PURPOSE.

Signs and the sign industry represent an im portant part of the public comm  unication and
identification system within the Tr oy communit y. Also, advertising by m  eans of signs is
recognized as a legitimate part of business enterprise. Of equal importance is accomplishing this
communication, identification, and advertising in a m anner that will not detract from existing
business and residential investm ent and in a m anner consistent w ith local values of community
appearance and traffic and pedest rian safety. The City of Troy  has histor ically evidenced a
concern in keeping the City beautiful. Uncontrolled use of signs can lead to visual clutter, thus
reducing the effectiveness of the individual m essages and, in som e cases, rendering individual
signs useless. Thus, there is a pub lic benefit, a public value, and an element of the public safety
in controlling the location, type, and size of signs with in the City. The sign regulations of this
Sign Code are intended to tak e into consideration the community app earance as well as safety
effects of signs upon the environment in which they are located. This regulation also intends to
protect and safeguard the First Amendment of the United States Constitution.

(a) Findings.

(1) City Counci | m embers recognize that signs not only ser ve comme rcial
purposes but thatt hey offeran e asy met hod for pr oviding site-s pecific
information and an inexpensive way for people to expr ess their opinions on
matters of public interest and their s upport for particul ar causes or e vents.
For that re ason, City C ouncil me mbers find t hat it 1 s bot h nec essary and
appropriate to provide mo re liberal ly for noncommerci al signst han for
commercial ones, but that noncomme  rcial si gns, like commer cial ones,
should be subject to significant limitations in size and height.

) The current Troy Zoning Ordi nance was approved on January 1, 2000, a fter
considerable public discussion, which included a sign code.

3) Throughout the time th at the Cit y has admini stered and maintained a sign
ordinance, s igns es pousing political candidates and cau ses a nd expres sing
individual opinions on matters of public policy have appeared throughout the
community with no re cord of munici pal interference with such signs ba sed
on their content and with no litigation over the use of signs to express
personal opinions.

4) Sign regulation in Troy is part of a c omprehensive program of planning and
zoning controls.

(5) Safety of traffic and pedestrians are also important considerations to the City
Council of Troy in amending its sign ordinance.

(6) Based on e vidence and based on thei r personal obser vations as dri vers and
passengers, the City Counc il finds that there is evid ence that billboards an d
other signs distract drivers for at least brief periods of time from their driving
tasks and that such distraction may have an effect on traffic safety.
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Although the e vidence r egarding tra ffic saf ety is m ixed, C ity C ouncil
members are well aware that t he intent of billboard advertisers is to attract
the attention of drivers, thus distract ing the m fr om t heir dri ving tas k and
creating an increased risk of accidents.

The City Council finds that there is a relationsh ip between traffic safety and
the regulation of signs and a particular relationship between traffic safety and
large signs such as billboards.

Main Street in Troy is also Ohio State Route 41, which carries in excess of
ten thousand vehicles through the heart of the City.

Market Street in Troy is also Ohio State Route 55, which carries in excess of
ten thousand vehicles through the heart of the City.

Because much of t he traffic on S.R. 41 and S.R. 55 exits from I-75 in Troy,
vehicles are often used t o traveling at relatively high rates of speed, creating
a potentially dangerous situation for pedestrians in the downtown area.

A ma jor north-s outh art erial i n Tr oy is County Road 25A, which also
functions as a secondary road for I-75, carrying tens of thousands of vehicles
per day on Main Street and Market Street.

Although there is less pedestrian activity along County Road 25A than along
main t horoughfares, ther e are many in tersections wit h 1 ocal and coll ector
streets, cr eating a more complex driv  ing e nvironment t han is found o n
frontage roads.

Troy has other exits fr om I-75 which draw traffic from and feeds tr affic to
County Road 25A.

Commercial and li ght industrial activity focused ar ound I-75, County Roa d
25A, major thoroughfares and the t wo Interstate 75 exits create a significant
demand for commer cial advertising, a demand that the Cit y must bala nce
with its goal of maintaining local traffic conditions that are safe for drive rs
and pedestrians alike.

For all of t hese reasons, the City Counc il finds that it is both necessary and
appropriate as part of it s overall zoni ng and si gn provisions and other c ode
provisions designed t o preser ve and protect the public he alth, sa fety a nd
welfare in the physical development of the community to adopt a Sign Code.

City Council and the Planning Commission held pu blic meetings to review
the draft to the Sign Code.
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749.02 DEFINITIONS.

For the purpose of this Chapter, c ertain words and phrases shall have the m eanings respectively
ascribed to them below:

(a) “Building Frontage”. The total width of all sides of an enclosed build ing which
faces a public right-of-way, m easured by lines perpendicular to, o r on the rad ius
of, the public right-of-way. When the building is located on a parcel not abutting
a public right-of-way, building frontage sh all be determ ined with reference to
abutting private drives which are intended for use by patrons of the business.

(b) “Building Setback”. The m inimum linear distance between a sign, building or
structure and the right-of-way line of a publ ic street or the si de lot line of an
adjacent parcel.

(c) “Occupancy Permit”. A permit issued in accordance with the Zoning Code to the
occupant of a commercial or industrial building.

(d) “Sign”. A nam e, identification, descri ption, including non-commercial content,
display, illustration, usually including alpha betic or num eric characters, which is
affixed to or painted upon or represente d directly or indirectly upon a building,
structure, or piece of land or affixed to the inside or outside of a door or window
so as to be seen from the outside of a building and which d irects attention to an
object, product, place, activity, person, institution, organization or business.

(1)

2)

3)

4

©)

(6)

(7

(8)

Aerial Sign. A balloon or other airborne flotation device which is tethered
to the ground or to a building or other structure that directs atten tion to a
business, comm odity, service, or  entertainment conducted, sold, or
offered.

Awning Sign. A sign that is m ounted, painted, or otherwise applied on or
attached to an awning or other fabric, plastic, or structural protective cover
over a door, entrance, or window of a building. A marquee or a canopy is
not an awning.

Banner Sign. A sign of lightweight fa bric or similar non-ridged m aterial
that is mounted with no enclosing framework.

Building Sign. A sign that is attach ed to, m ounted on, or painted on a
building. This includes awning signs, canopy signs, m arquee signs,
projecting signs, roof sign, and wall signs.

Canopy Sign. A sign that is m ounted, painted, or otherwise applied on or
attached to a freestanding canopy or st ructural protective cover over an
outdoor service area. An awning or a marquee is not a canopy.

Changeable Copy Sign. A sign or portion thereof, designed to
accommodate frequent m essage changes composed of characters, lette rs,
or illustrations and that can be changed or rear ranged, either manually or
electronically, without altering the face or surface of such sign.
Commercial Message. A sign, wording, logo, or other representation that,
directly or indirectly, nam es, advertis es or calls atten tion to a busines s,
product, service or other commercial activity.

Construction Sign. A sign indicati  ng the title and basic inform  ation
regarding a project and indicating th e nam es of architects, engineers,
contractors and sim ilar persons  or firm s involved in the design,
construction and/or financing of the structure or project.
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(22)

(23)

(24)

Development Identification Sign. A si gn which, by m eans of sym bol or
name, identifies a shopping center, comm ercial or industrial park, or other
development that may contain a mixture of residential, commercial, and/or
industrial uses.

Directional Sign. A sign directing vehicular and/or pedestrian m ovement
into, within, and/or out of a premise.

Drive-Through Sign. A sign designed to instruct custom ers or users in
automobiles regarding specific products or services offered on the site or
in the bu ilding, or regarding m ethods of paym ent accepted, o r for
receiving orders for products or services.

Electronically Controlled Changeab le Copy Sign. A sign or portion
thereof that display s electron ic info rmation in which each alphanum eric
character, g raphic, or s ymbol is defined by a s mall number of m atrix
elements using dif ferent com binations of light em itting diodes (LED’s),
fiber optics, light bulbs or other 1 llumination devices within the display
area. Electronic changeable copy si gns include com puter programmable,
microprocessor controlled electronic displays.

Free Speech Message Sign. A sign that displays any message that does not
convey any commercial message.

Flashing Sign. An illuminated sign on which the lights either blink on and
off randomly or in sequ ence or h ave intermittent variation in intensity or
color.

Freestanding Sign. A sign indepe ndently supported by the ground or
mounted on a supporting structure that is placed on or anchored in the
ground and is independent from any building.

Freeway-Oriented Sign. A sign located within one thousand (1,000) feet
of any ramp of an interstate highway.

Fuel Pump Sign. A sign affixed to or mounted on a fuel pump.

Gateway Sign. See Subdivision Identification Sign.

Ground Sign. A sign suspended or suppor ted by one or m ore uprights or
braces an chored in the ground withnom  ore than thirty (30) inches
clearance from the bottom of the sign to the ground below.

Identification Sign. A sign which, by means of symbol or name, identifies
the area or premises where such sign is located or to which it is affixed.
Incidental Sign. A sign contai ning no commercial m  essage and
typically erected to identify address, entrances, exits, restrooms, hours and
days of operation, public utility locations, ¢ mergency address and
telephone num bers, etc. These ex amples are not given by way of
limitation; an incidental sign can contain any noncommercial m essage, in
accordance with Section 749.05.

Institutional Sign. A si  gn, which by sym bol or nam e, identifies an
institutional use permitted within a residential zoning district and may also
provide the announcement of services or activities to be held therein.
Illegal S ign. A sign thatis with ~ out a valid zoning perm it, is not a
nonconforming sign, an d is not expressl y permitted and/or exem pt from
the provisions of this Sign Code.

Illuminated Sign. A sign that is li ghted by one (1) orm  ore of the
following artificial light sources:

Page 4



(25)

(26)

(27)

(28)

(29)
(30)

€2))

(32)

(33)

(34)

(35)

A. External. A separate light sour ce from the sign face or cabinet
directed so as to sh ine on the s ign face or exp osed lights or neon
tubes on the sign face.

B. Internal. A light source concealed within the sign structure.

Internal Sign. A signthat isnotintended to be viewed from outside the

property, and located so as not to be legible from any public right-of-w ay

or from any adjacen t property, including any s igns in in terior areas of
shopping centers, com mercial buildings and structures, stadium s, and
similar structures of a recreational nature. Also included in such definition
is a sign inside a building m ore than three (3) f eet inside any window or
door and any sign not attached to a window or door that is not legible from

a distance of more than five (5) feet beyond the lot line of the zoning lot or

parcel on which such sign is located.

Legible. A sign or m essage that can be understood by a person with at

least an eighth-grade e ducation. W here these Regulations require a

determination of “legibility,” the standard shall be based on the eyesight of

an adult e ligible to r eceive an Ohio driver’s license (wearing corrective
lenses if required by such license). W here the height of the person is
material to the determ ination, the person shall be presumed to be more
than five feet and less than six feet tall.

Marquee Sign. A sign that is attached to, in any manner, or made a part of

any perm anent roof-like structure projecting beyond a building or

extending along and projecting beyond the wall of a building, generally
designed and constructed to provide protection from the weather.

Moving Sign. Any sign which in part or in total rotates, revolves, or

otherwise is in motion.

Neon Sign. A sign formed from neon lamps containing neon gas.

Nonconforming Sign. A sign lawfully ex isting prior to the enactm ent of

the sign provisions of this Sign C ~ ode or any appropriate am endment

thereto, but which could not be erected in accordance with such provisions
or amendment.

Obsolete Sign. A sign that no longer a dvertises or identifies a bona fide

business or product sold.

Off-Premise Advertising Sign. A sign which directs attention to a

business, commodity, service, or entertainment conducted, sold, or offered

at a location other than where such sign is located.

On-Premise Sign. A sign which di rects attention to a business,

commodity, service, or entertainment conducted, sold, or offered upon the

premises where such sign is located.

Pennant. A string of shaped, brightly ~ colo red pieces of fabric, vin yl,

plastic or other m aterial, with or w ithout a m essage or logo, intended to

attract attention.

Permanent Sign. A si gn made of m aterials that are intended to last for

more than a short period of ti me and intended for m ore than short ter m

use, and such sign is attached to a b uilding, attached to a structure, o r is

attached to the ground in some manner.
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(e)

()

(36)

(37)

(38)

(39)
(40)
(41)

(42)

(43)

(44)

(45)

(46)

Portable Sign. A sign thatism ovable, is no t perm anently attached to
either the ground, a building, or a perm anent structure, and is designed or
constructed in such a m anner that it can be m oved or relocated without
involving any structural or support changes. A por table sign includes any
sign supported by a chassis that is designed to be easily moveable; any
sign designed to be transported by m eans of wheels or skids. This
definition excludes any lightweight "A -frame" base or any sign m ade out
of other m oveable items including, but not limited to, balloons, banners,
flags, and umbrellas.

Projecting Sign. A sign attached to or supported by a building or structure
in such a manner that it extends more than twelve (12) inches.

Real Estate Sign. A sign pertaining to the sale or lease of the lot or tract of
land on which the sign is located or to th e sale or lease of one (1) or m ore
structures or portion thereof located on such lot or tract of land.

Roof Sign. Any sign erected upon, di  splayed upon or supported by the
roof of a building or structure.

Special Event Sign. Ate  mporary si gn, the function of which is to
announce a special event on the site.

Subdivision Identification Sign or Gateway Sign. A sign which, by means
of symbol or name, identifies a subdivision.

Temporary Sign. A sign which is placed for a time period of no more than
twenty-eight (28) days in a calendar year, intended to announce temporary
events, and is not attached to a building, to a struct ure, or into the ground
in a perm anent m anner, such sign usually being constructed of poster
board, cardboard, m asonite, plywood or plastic m aterial and m ounted to
wood, metal, wire or rope frames or supports.

Vehicle Sign. Any sign attached to or painted on a vehicle parked and
legible from the public right-of-way,  unless said veh icleisu sed for
transporting people or materials in the normal day-to-day operations of the
business.

Wall Sign. A sign that is affixed to, pa inted on, or attached to the wall of
the building or other structure and wh ich extends not m ore than twelv e
(12) inches from the face of such wall.

Warning Sign. Any s ign indicating th e danger of a situation that is
potentially dangerous.

Window Sign. A sign that is affixed, pa inted on, or attached to the inside
glass of a window or disp laced within twelve (12) inches of the inside
surface of a window designed an  d inte nded to allow th ose insid e or
outside the structure to view into  or out of the building through the
window.

“Sign Area”. The entire area within a single continuous perim eter enclosing the
extreme lim its of writing, representati  on, emblem or any figure of si milar
character together with any fram e or othe r material or color form ing an integral
part of the display or used to differen tiate such sign from the background against
which it is placed ; excluding the n ecessary supports or up rights on which such
sign is placed. The area of a sign having m ore than one (1) display surface sha 11
be computed as the total area of the exposed exterior display surface area.

“Sign Face”. The surface of the sign upon, against or through which the message
of the sign is exhibited.

Page 6



(g) “Sign Height”. The vertical distance from the uppermost point used in measuring
the area of the sign to the ground immediately below such point or to the level of
the upper surface of the nearest curb or a street or alley (other than a structurally
elevated roadway) whichever m easurement permits the greates t elevation of the
sign.

(h) “Sign Structure”. A structure specifica lly intended for supporting or containing a
sign.

(1) “Undeveloped Property”. A parcel upon which no building has been erected.

(j) “Zoning Administrator”. The City of Troy Director of Public Service and Safety,
or designee, who is responsible for administering and enforcing this Sign Code.

(k) “Zoning Certificate” or “Zoning Perm it”. That docum ent signed by the Zoning
Administrator which certifies that the use to be made of a partic ular property is a
permissible use according to the terms of the Zoning Code.

749.03 REQUIRED COMPLIANCE AND PERMIT.

(a) Required Conformance. No person shall erect, place, establish, paint, or retain any
sign, or cause a sign to be located or retained within the City of Troy unless all
provisions of this Sign Code have been met.

(b) Permit Required. To ens ure compliance with the provisions of this Sign Code, a
sign permit shall be r equired for each sign unless specifically exem pted by this
Sign Code.

(c) Permit Required for Alteration. A sign initially approved for which a perm it has
been issued shall not be m odified, relocated, altered, or replaced, nor shall design
elements of any building or lot upon whic h such sign is m aintained be modified,
relocated, altered, or rep laced if any such de sign element constituted a basis fo r
approval of such sign unle ss an am ended or new perm it is obtained consistent
with these regulations.

(d) Specific Situations Requiring Sign Permit. The following specific situations shall
require a sign permit:

(1) Installation of a new sign.
(2) A change of the face of a sign.
3) Moving or enlarging of a sign.

(e) Specific Situations Not Requiring Sign Pe rmit. The following specific situations
shall not require a sign permit.

(1) The repainting, repairing, changing of parts and preventive maintenance of
signs.

(2) A change in the message on a changeable copy sign.

3) Repainting of supports and sign area provided no change in sign message.

(f) Expiration of Sign Permit. Any sign perm it shall expire if the sign for which the
permit has been issued is not fully ¢ onstructed within one hundred eighty-three
(183) days from the date of issuance of the permit.

(g) Lapse of Sign Permit. A sign permit shall lapse automatically if the zoning permit
for the premises lapses, is revoked, or is not renewed. A sign perm it shall also
lapse if the activ ity on the prem ises f or which the sign perm it was issued is
discontinued for a period of one hundred eighty-three (183) days or more.
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749.04 REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO ALL SIGNS.

The following regulations are applicable to a 1l signs within the City of Troy unless specifically
stated otherwise within this Sign Code:

(a) Traffic Safety. All signs shall be designed, constructed, and located in accordance
with the following criteria:

(1)

)

©)

Sight-Distance Hazard Prohibited. No sign shall be erected at or near an y
intersection of any streets, or alleys, or any railway and any street, in such
a manner as to obstruct free and clear vision.

Resemblance of Traffic Control Devi ce Prohibited. No sign shall be of a
shape or color that m ay be confused with any authorized traffic control
device.

Resemblance of Em ergency Light P rohibited. N o rotating beam , beacon,
or flashing illumination resem bling an em ergency light sh all be us ed in
connection with any sign display.

(b) Design and Construction. All signs sha 11 be designed and constructed in
accordance with the following criteria:

(1

2)

€)

(4)

)

(6)
(7

Conformance with Building and Electri cal Codes. All signs shall com ply
at all tim es with the a ppropriate d etailed prov isions of th e applic able
Building and Electrical Codes of the City of Troy.

Construction Materials. Except for banners, flags, tem porary signs and
window signs confor ming in all respect s with the require ments of this
Sign Code, all signs shall be cons tructed of perm anent m aterials.
[lluminated exterior signs shall be constructed entirely of noncombustible
materials, except that faces m ay be made of approved com bustible plastic
if the rem ainder of the sign and supporting structure are m ade of
noncombustible materials.

Wind Pressure. All signs and supporting st ructures shall be of sufficient
strength and bracing to withstand wi nd pressure of thirty (30) pounds per
square foot of surface exposed. Th e exposed area subjected to wind
pressure shall be the total area of all parts of the sign, including structural
framing on a plane perpendicular to the direction of the wind. In
determining the stress in any m ember, the wind shall be ass umed to flow
from the horizontal and from that compass direction which produces the
maximum stress in that member.

Sign Supports and Braces. All perm anent signs shall be supported by sign
structures that are m ade of steel or other m etal, concrete, or wood, and
designed to resist wind pressures, dead loa ds, and lateral loads in
accordance with the app ropriate detailed provisions of the Building Code.
All sign supports shall be an integral part of the sign design.

Anchoring. No sign shall be suspended by chains or other devices that will
allow the sign to swing due to wind  action. All signs shall be securely
anchored to their supporting structur es to prevent any lateral m ovement
that would cause wear on supporting members or connections.

Pole Cap Required. A freestanding sign shall have a pole cap, unless the
pole is an integral part of the sign design.

Professionally Designed/Constructed. All signs shall have the appearance
of being professionally designed and constructed.
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(8) Multiple colors. Each s ign shall be limited to six colors, including black
and white. The background color is considered one (1) of six (6)
permissible colors, unless channel le tters are used, in which case the
background is not to be considered as one (1) of the six (6) perm  issible
colors.

(c) Location. All signs shall be located in accordance with the following standards:

(1) Maintenance of Ingress and Egress. No sign shall cover any part of any
window unless specifically permitted under this Sign Code. No sign sh all
cover any door, or hinder or prevent free ingress to or free egress from any
door, window, fire escape, or any other required exit way.

(2) Maintenance of Ventilation. No sign shall be attached in an y form, shape,
or manner that will interfere with any opening required for ventilation.

3) Required Clearanc e from Utility W ires. No sign sha 1l be located ne arer
than twelve (12) feet vertically or eight (8) feet hor izontally from any
overhead electric wires or conductors or public utility guy wires.

(4) Prohibited Within Public Right-of-Way. Signs shall not be erected within
nor project into any public right-of-way unless otherwise specified within
this Sign Code.

(d) Ilumination. All signs shall be in accordance with the following standards:

(1) Brightness. Light sourc es f or illu minated signs shallno tbe of such
brightness as to constitute a hazard to pedestrians or motorists and shall be
shielded so as not to cast an illumination of more than two (2) foot-candles
on contiguous properties nor m ore th an one-tenth (0.1) f oot-candle on
residential properties, or as regulated by specific sections of this code.

(2) Flashing. Interm ittent illum ination, or illu mination which invo lves
movement or causes the illusion of m ovement resulting from  the
arrangement of lighting, is prohibite d, except as regulated for electron ic
changeable copy signs.

3) Colored Lights. No colored lights shall be used in a location or m anner in
which they m ay be confused with tr affic con trol dev ices or vehicu lar
traffic, except as regulated for electronic changeable copy signs.

(e) Maintenance and Repair. All signs shall be maintained in safe and good structural

®

condition, in com pliance with all applicable building and electrical codes, and in
conformance with this Si gn Code atall tim  es. Such m aintenance includes
replacement of all defective bulbs, parts, materials, painting, repainting, cleaning,
and other acts required for maintenance of such sign. If any sign does not com ply
with the abo ve maintenance and rep air standards, the Zoning Administrator shall
require its removal.

Protection of Property. Signs shall not be posted in  any manner destructive to
public property. Signs shall also not be a  ttached or other wise applied to trees,
utility poles, transit shelters, benches, trash receptacles, or newsracks.

(g) Property O wner Perm ission Required. Signs shall not be erected, placed, or

located upon any property or building without the written consent of the owner(s)
of such property or an authorized representative.

(h) Identification Required. All signs hereafter erected, alte red, or r elocated shall be

plainly m arked with the nam e ofthe person, firm , or corporation erecting,
altering, or relocating such signs.
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(1) Illegal Signs Prohibited. A ny sign not lawfully existing prior to the enac tment of
these sign provisions of this Sign Code and which could not be erected in
accordance with such provisions sh all not be deemed to attain any legal status by
the enactment of these regulations.

(j) Obsolete Signs Prohibited. Any sign existing after the ef fective date of this Sign
Code that no longer advertises or iden tifies a bona fide business conducted or
product sold, shall be prohi  bited. This provision does  not apply to the sign
structure.

(k) Obscene Signs Prohibited. No sign shall ¢  ontain words, statem ents, or graphic
descriptions of an obscene or indecent nature.

749.05 EXEMPT SIGNS

The following signs are allowed without a sign permit, and are not required to be included in the
determinations of the allowable number, type, or area of signs pursuant to this Sign Code, but
these signs are not exempt from building perm it approval if an electrical or building perm it is
required by the Building Code:

(a) Governmental Signs.

The following signs m ay be erected or ¢ onstructed without a permit, but may be
subject to addition al regul ations u nder th is s ection. W here as ign is erected
pursuant to a state statute or a court order, the sign may exceed the size standards
of this ordinance or otherwise deviate from the standar ds set f orthinth is
ordinance to the extent that the statute or court order expressly requires the larger
size or other deviation. In all oth er respects, such signs shall conform to the

standards of this ordinance:

(1) Signs conforming to the Manual of Un iform Traffic Control Devices and
bearing no commercial message;
(2) Signs installed by employees or officials of a state or federal agency in the

course of their governmental duties and bearing no commercial message;

3) Signs required by a state or federal statue;

(4) Signs required by an order of a court of competent jurisdiction;

(5) Signs insta lled by public utilities  in their rights-of-way or on their
facilities and bearing no commercial m essage other than s uch message is
necessary to identify the use; and

(6) Signs installed by a transit com pany w ith a franchise or other right to
operate in the City of Troy, Ohio, wh ere such signs are installed along its
routes and relate to schedules or other information about the transit route.

(b) Free Speech Messages. Any message that does not convey a commercial message
as defined.

(c) Official Flags. Official flags of the Un ited States, th e state, the m unicipality,
foreign nations having diplom atic relations with the United States, and any other
flag adopted or sanctioned by an el ected legislative body of com petent
jurisdiction, provided th at such flag shall not exceed one hundred (100 ) square
feet in area and shall not be flown from a pole the top of which is more than fifty
(50) feet in height. Th ese flags must be flown in accord ance with protoco 1
established by federal law. Any flag not meeting any one (1) or m ore of thes e
conditions shall be considered a banner sign and shall be subject to regulation as
such.
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(d) Non-Commercial Flags. All non-commercial flags without messages.

(e) Monuments, Cornerstones, and Historical Markers. Cornerstones, headstones, and
commemorative p laques or historical m arkers placed by recognized h istorical
agencies.

(f) Decorations. Tem porary displays of a pa triotic, re ligious, char itable, or ¢ ivic
character with no commercial m essage, including holiday light s and decorations
that are erected for customary periods of time.

(g) Works of Art. W orks of art that do not include a commercial m essage, logo, or
trademark and do not contain any property identification message.

(h) Incidental Sign. Such s igns shall h ave an aggregate area not to exceed four (4)
square feet at each entrance and shall be attached to a permanent structure.

(1) Window Signs. Tem porary window signs constr ucted of paper, cloth, or sim ilar
expendable material, including signs incorp orated in a display of m erchandise, a
display relating to services offered, whic h are located ins ide a stru cture. Signs
painted on or otherwise permanently affixed to a window or made of metal, wood,
plastic, neon, or other permanent material and positioned in a window are subject
to the provisions of this Sign Code. No combination of temporary and permanent
window signs shall cover m ore than fift y percent (50%) of any window panel,
except in the Historic Preservation Overlay Zoning District where such signs shall
cover no more th an twenty-five pe rcent (25%) of any window panel, per this
section.

(j) Internal Signs. Signs n ot intended to be viewed from outside the property, and
located so as not to be le gible from any public right-o f-way or from any adjacent
property, including any signs in interior areas of shopping centers, commercial
buildings and structures, stad iums, and similar structures of a recreational nature.
Also exem pt are sign s inside a building more than three (3) feet inside any
window or door and signs not attached to a w indow or door that are not legible
from a distance of m ore than five (5) feet beyond the lot line of the zoning lot or
parcel on which such signs are located.

749.06 FREE SPEECH MESSAGES

(a) Purpose. It is not the intent of the City of Troy, Ohio to infringe on the rights of
property owners and occupi  ers to display m  essages protected by the First
Amendment of the Constitu tion of the United State s. Theref ore, the purpose of
these regulations include the intention to clarify the regulations and to remove any
doubt that is the pub lic’s right to rece ive and display free speech messages,
subject however, to reasonabl e regulations to assure sa fety and m inimize visual
blight.

(b) Definition. “Free Speech Message” shall mean any message that does not convey
a commercial message. “Commercial Me ssage” shall m ean any sign, wording,
logo, or other representation th at, directly or indirectly, names, advertises or calls
attention to a business, product, service or other commercial activity.

(c) Conflict with Existing Provisions. In furtherance of the purpose of this section, if
there is any conflict between the provisions of this section and with any other
section of the Sign Code, including those  provisions regulating signs, and such
conflict could be construed to infringe on free speech messages, the provisions of
this section shall control.
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(d) First Amendment Safeguards. In order to safeguard the protections offered by the

First Amendment, the following regulations shall apply:

(1) Every parcel in all zoning distr icts shall be pe rmitted to display f ive (5)
two-sided or five (5) one-sided temporary signs containing any free speech
message,

(2) Each side o fthe sign (sign face) s hall not ex ceed the m aximum square
footage of any sign displaying a co mmercial or non-comm ercial message
within the zoning district where the free speech message sign is displayed,

3) The maximum height limitation shall be four (4) feet above finished grade
level,

4) Such signs shall be setback at leas t six (6) feet from any right-of-way line
and at least five (5) feet from all other property lines,

(5) In no event shall such sign be erected in the right-of-way,

(6) Such sign s hall not b e subject to the permitting requirements of the Sign
Codes, and

(7) Such sign must be kept in good and safe condition.

Because of the nature of materials typically used to construct public issue signs, to
avoid the unsightliness of deteriorating  signs and all safety concerns which
accompany such a condition, s igns permitted by this sectio n shall be m aintained
in good and safe condition. Ifa sign permitted in this section is not maintained in
good and safe condition , notice shall be se nt to the p roperty owner by regular
mail. The property ow ner shall have se ven (7) days from the date of m ailing
indicated on the notice to re store the sign to good and sa fe condition. If the sign
is not restored to good and safe condition within seven (7) days, and the owner or
occupant of the property has not filed an appeal from the notice, then the owner
and/or occupant shall be in violation of this section and subject to Section
749.17(b). In addition, no sign perm itted by th is section s hall be p laced in the
right-of-way. Such signs in the right-of-way may be removed by the City without
notice.

Signs authorized by this section may be erected and displayed without obtaining a
Zoning Certificate or a Building Permit.

Signs authorized by this section m ay be displayed in vacant lots so long as
consent of the property owner to display the sign is obtained.

Signs authorized by this section may not be separately illuminated.

Every parcel that is pe rmitted to display a sign containing a commercial message

or other pe rmitted m essage pursua nt to this S ign Code shall be per mitted to

display a free speech message in lieu of the permitted commercial message on the

sign autho rized for a comm ercial m essage. However, this provision shall not

apply to:

(1) Signs installed by em ployees or officials of a gov ernmental agency in the
course of their governmental duties and bearing no commercial message;

(2) Signs required by a state or federal statue;

3) Signs required by an order of a court of competent jurisdiction;
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Signs insta lled by public utilities  in their rights-of-way or on their
facilities and bearing no commercial m essage other than s uch message is
necessary to identify the use; and

Signs installed by a transit com pany w ith a franchise or other right to
operate in the City of Troy, Ohio, wh ere such signs are installed along its
routes and relate to schedules or other information about the transit route.

Whether a sign displays a comm ercial message or a free speech m essage,
each sign shall still be subject to th e dim ensional regu lations im posed in
each zoning district, in cluding but not lim ited to, size, h eight, area and
setback in the sam e manner as if it were displaying a comm ercial message.
Signs with the free sp eech m essage display ed in lieu o fa comm ercial
message shall be p ermitted in addition to sign s displaying the free speech
message permitted by this section.

No sign except tho se authorized and conforming to the Ohio Uniform Code
of Traffic Control Dev ices shall be permitted in any public righ t-of-way.
Any sign unlawfully installed in a pub  lic righ t-of-way shall be deem ed
abandoned and may be removed by the City.

749.07 COMPUTATION OF SIGN AREA AND SIGN HEIGHT.

(b) Computation of Area of Individual Signs. The area of a sign shall be computed by
means of the smallest square, circle, rectangle, triangle, or geometric combination
thereof that will enco mpass the extrem e limits of the writing, rep  resentation,
emblem, and/or other displa y, together with any m aterial or color form ing an
integral part of the background of the display or used to differentiate the sign from
the backdrop or structure against which it is placed.

(1)
2)

)

4

Panels. The area of the surface, o r surfaces, of an opaque o r translucent
panel used or intended for displaying a message.

Irregular Shapes. For a sign com prised of irregularly shaped elements, the
area of such sign shall be com puted as a combination of not m ore than
four (4) rectangles which for m or approximate the per imeter of all th e
elements in the display.

Combining Individual Elem ents. For a sign com prised of individual
letters, figures, or elements on a wall or sim ilar surface, th e area of su ch
sign shall be calculated by determining the geometric form or combination
of forms which comprise all the display area, including the space between
the elements.

Window or Door Panels. The area of the surface of any opaque panel used
or intended for displaying a permanent message that is affixed to windows
or doors.

(c) Structural Support Not Included In Sign Area. The supporting structure or bracing
of a sign shall not be co mputed as part of the si gn area, unless such supporting
structure or bracing is m ade a part of the sign' s message by including a sym bol,
logo, or other three- dim ensional figure. Ifsuch is the case , a com bination of
regular geometric shapes which can encom pass the area of said sym bol or figure
shall be included as part of the total sign area computation.
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(d) Computation of Area of Multi -faced Signs. The sign area for a sign with m ore
than one (1) face shall be computed by adding together the area of all sign faces.

(e) Computation of Height of Freestanding Sign. The hei ght of a freestanding sign
shall be computed as follows:

(1) Sign W ithout Mounding. The height  of a freestanding sign shall be
calculated by measuring the vertical distance between the top part of such
sign or its structure, whichever is highest, to the elevation of the ground
directly beneath the center of the sign. The elevation of the ground directly
beneath the center of the sign shall be  construed to be the lower of the
existing grade prior to construction or the new ly estab lished grade af ter
construction, exclusive of any f illing, berming, mounding, or excavatin g
solely for the purpose of locating the sign.

(2) Sign W ith Mounding. In cases in wh  ich the newly established grade
within the required front yard consists of man-made berms, hills, or other
similar ground for mations with sides steep er than one (1) foot rise to four
(4) foot horizontal, the Zoning Adm inistrator shall utilize the elev ation of
the stree t c urb near est to the loca tion of the s ign for dete rmining sign
height. If no street curb  exis ts, th e elev ation of the edge of pavem ent
nearest the sign location shall be used.

(f) Computation of Height of Building Si  gns. The height of an awning, canopy,
projecting, wall, or window sign shall be determ ined by measuring the vertical
distance between the top part of a sign pane | or individual lett er or characters,
whichever is highest, to the elevation of the ground underneath such sign.

(g) Structural Support Included In Sign Height. Any material whose major function is
to provide structural suppor t for a sign shall be consid ered part of the sign for
purposes of determining sign height.

749.08 SIGNS PROHIBITED IN ALL SIGN DISTRICTS
The following types of signs are prohibited in all sign districts:

(a) Signs obstructing free and clear vision.

(b) Signs im itating or resembling offi cial tr affic or governmental signs or signals,
unless otherwise approved by the City Engineer.

(c) Signs imitating or resembling emergency lights.

(d) Portable changeable copy signs.

(e) Signs placed on or over any public right-o f-way or on public lands, including, but
not limited to, signs placed in curb lawns  or public parks, or signs attached to
trees, utility poles, public benches o r street lights, unless ex pressly permitted by
this section or by written pe rmission of the Director of Public Service and Safety
or designee.

(f) Signs utilizing “Day-Glo”, “fluorescent” or “neon” colors.

(g) Vehicle signs.

(h) Aerial signs.

(1) Any functional or structural sign type or classification, wh ich is not clearly
identified, defined and permitted by this chapter.

(j) Obsolete signs.

Page 14



749.09 SIGN DISTRICTS ESTABLISHED

(a) The “Industrial Sign Districts” include all parcels within areas which are currently
or subsequently zoned to allow industrial land uses.

(b) The “Comm ercial Sig n Districts ” include all parce ls within a reas which are
currently or subsequently zoned for re tail or wholesale commerce in goods or
services as the most intensive use.

(c) The “Historic Sign Districts” include all parcels within areas which are currently
or subsequently within an historic district overlay zone.

(d) The “Resid ential Sign Districts” include all parcels within areas which are
currently o r subsequen tly zoned to allow res idential hab itation as th e m ost
intensive use.

749.10 SIGNS PERMITTED IN INDUSTRIAL SIGN DISTRICTS

Only the f ollowing typ es of signs are perm itted, subject to the lim itations and re quirements
stated below and elsewhere in this chapter:

(a) Awning Signs. All awning signs shall be affixed flat to the surface thereof and not
extend vertically or horizontally beyond the limits of the awning. The sign area
of awning s igns shall be counted towards the m aximum s ign area allowed for
building signs.

(b) Canopy Signs. All canopy signs shall be affixed flat to the surface thereof and
shall not extend vertically or horizonta Ily beyond the lim its of the canopy. The
sign area of awning signs shall be ¢ ounted towards the m aximum sign area
allowed for building signs.

(c) Development Identification Signs. All development identification signs shall be in
accordance with the following provisions:

(1) Maximum Num ber. Only one (1) center ide ntifications ignsha llb e
permitted per stre et f rontage f or any property. If a developm ent
identification sign is ins talled on a parcel, no addition al ground signs or
freeway-oriented signs shall be permitted.

(2) Required Setback. No part of any deve lopment identification sign shall be
setback less than ten (10 ) feet from a public right-of-way nor setback less
than twenty (20) feet from any other property line.

3) Maximum Height. The m aximum height of any center ide ntification sign
shall be no more than eight (8) feet in height.

4) Maximum Area. The maximum area of any center identification sign shall
be one-half ('2) square f oot per lineal foot of lot frontage, but not m ore
than one hundred fifty (150) square feet per face.

(d) Changeable Copy Signs. All changeable copy signs, where perm itted, shall be in
accordance with the following provisions:

(1) Maximum Number. Only one (1) chang eable copy sign shall be perm itted
per zoning lot.

(2) Manual Changeable Copy Signs. All manual changeable copy signs within
six (6) feet of grade level shall be en closed and locked securely in clear
glass or plastic casing. All m anual changeable copy signs shall conform
to the requirements listed in this section.
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Stand Alone Electronically Controlled Copy Signs. All stand alone
electronically controlled changeable copy signs sh all be in accordance
with the following requirements:

A. Illumination. All electronica lly co ntrolled changeable copy signs
shall adhere to the illumination standards set forth in this Sign Code.

B. Height of Message Characters. The height of each character on an
electronically controlled changeable copy sign shall not exceed
eighteen (18) inches.

C. Message Display. All electronically  controlled changeable copy
signs shall have each m essage appear for no less than tw enty (20)
seconds.

D. Illusion of Movem ent Prohibited. All electronically controlled
changeable copy signs must show the entire m  essage at one tim e
without displaying characters that are scrolling, moving, or exhibit
the illusion of movement.

E. Maximum Area. Each square foot of sign area shall decrease th e
maximum allowable sign area by four (4) square feet per sign face.

F.  Scoreboards. Electronically cont rolled changeable copy signs are
permitted on scoreboards at sports facilities.

G. Inno case s hall electronically controlled changeable copy signs be
greater than 50 (fifty) square feet per sign face.

(e) Construction Signs. T emporary construction signs shall com ply with the
following standards:

()

(1)
)
3)
4

)
(6)

Number. Only one (1) ¢ onstruction sign shall be perm itted per zoning lot
on each street and/or limited access highway frontage.

Maximum Area per Face. Construction sign s shall be lim ited to a
maximum of thirty-two (32) square feet.

Maximum Height. Construction s igns shall not exceed m ore than twelve
(12) feet in height.

Setback. No part of a construction si gn shall be setback less than ten (10)
feet from a public right-of-way nor from any property line.

[llumination. No construction sign shall be illuminated.

Duration. A 1l construction signs shall be rem oved within fourteen (14)
days of the beginnin g of the intended use or com pletion of the
construction project, whichever is sooner.

Directional Signs. All direc tional signs shall be in acco rdance with the following
provisions:

(D
)
3)

(4)

Not more than one (1) direc tional enter sign and one (1) directional exit
sign shall be permitted for each permitted access to a public right-of-way.
Setback. No part of any directional si gn shall be located within the public
right-of-way nor setback less than three (3) feet from any property line.
Maximum Height. The m aximum height of any directiona | sign shall be
no more than four (4) feet. In no case shall such directional sign constitute
a visual obstruction to adequate sight distance.

Maximum Area. The m aximum area of any directional sign shall be eight
(8) square feet.
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(g) Drive-Through Signs. A 1l drive-through signs shall be in accordance with the
following provisions:

(1
)

)
(4)
)

(6)

Maximum Number. Only two (2) drive- through signs shall be perm itted
per building that has a drive-through facility.

Required Setback. No part of any dr ive-through sign shall be setback less
than twen ty (20) feet from a public right-of-way nor from any property
line.

Maximum Height. The m aximum height of any drive- through sign shall
be no more than ten (10) feet.

Maximum A rea. T he ma ximum area o f any drive-through sign shall be
eight (8) square feet per face.

Compliance with Nois e and I llumination Standards. All drive-through
signs shall conform to the noise and illumination standards set forth in the
Sign Code.

Required Separation. Drive-through signs shall be spaced at least twenty
(20) feet from  any other driv  e-through sign, and shall not be
simultaneously legible from any point except from the intersection of the
lot lines adjacent to the signs.

(h) Ground Signs. All g round signs shallb e in accordan ce with the following
provisions:

(1

2)

€)
(4)

)

(6)

Maximum Number. Only one (1) g round sign s hall be perm itted for a ny
property. If a ground sign is instal led on a parcel, no additional
development identification signs shall be permitted.

Required Setback. No part of any gr ound sign shall be setback less than

ten (10) feet from a public right-of-way nor setback less than twenty (20)

feet from any other property line.

Maximum Height. The m aximum height of any ground shall be no more

than eight (8) feet in height.

Maximum Area. The maximum area of any ground sign shall be one- half

(*2) square foot per lineal foot of bui lding frontage, but not more than one

hundred (100) square feet per face.

Minor Variations to Required Str  eet Frontag e Spacing. The Zoning

Administrator m ay per mit up to a 5%  variation in the street frontage

spacing requirem ents for freestanding ground signs if conflict w ith

driveways, natural barriers, trees, and utility equipment is unavoidable.

Landscaping Required For Perm anent Ground Signs. The base of all

permanent ground signs shall be co  mpletely surrounded by a single

continuous area effectiv ely landscap ed in accordance with the followin g

standards and maintained in good condition at all times:

A. Edge. The edge of s  uch required landscaped area shall be a
minimum of thirty (30) inches from the edge of the sign or any edge
of the sign structure.

B.  Curb. Where the required landscap ed area adjoins a paved surface
accessible to vehicular traffic, a raised concrete curb suitable to
prevent the encroachm ent of ve hicles shall be required. The
minimum horizontal distance between the face of any required curb
and any part of such sign shall be thirty (30) inches.

Page 17



Height
Above

10°
15°
20°
25’
30°

C. Living Plantings Required. Al 1 perm anent ground signs shal 1
incorporate a m inimum of two (2) square feet of landscaping for
each linear foot of sign length around the base of t he sign.
Landscaping may include a m ix of natural non-living elements such
as boulders, fountains or water featur es and or mulch of ba rk with a
minimum of 25% of the ground level containing a live ground cover
not including grass. Mature plan t height should not block the sign
message or obstruct the sightlines of motorist or pedestrians.

(1) Fuel Pum p Signs. A maxim um of two (2) square feet  of sign area shall be
permitted on each of the two (2) sides of each fuel-dispensing unit containing one
(1) or m ore fuel dispensing nozzles. This restriction does not apply to any sign
required by law.

Projecting Signs. All projecting signs shall comply with the following standards:

W)

W)

(1)
2)
)

4
)
(6)

Number. One (1) projecting sig n shall be perm itted per princ ipal
structure.

Height above Grade. The bottom of a projecting sign may not be less than
ten (10) feet above grade.

Horizontal Projection. A projecting sign m ay project horizontally from a
building or structure as shown below:

of Base of Maxim um
Grade Projection

to less than 15° 6.5 feet
to less than 20’ 8.5 feet
to less than 25° 9.0 feet
to less than 30’ 9.5 feet
and over 10 feet

Projection into Right-of-W ay. At no time shall any sign project in to any
public right-of-way in an industrial sign district.

Height above W all or Parapet. No pr ojecting sign shall extend above the
wall or parapet of any building to which it is affixed.

The sign area of projecting signs sha 1l be counted towards the m aximum
sign area allowed for building signs.

Real Estate Signs. Real esta te signs shall be allowed in accordan ce with th e
following standards:

(1
)

3)
(4)

)

(6)

Duration. Real estate signs shall be rem oved within seven (7) days after
closing the sale.

Size. Real estate signs shall not have any sign face in excess of thirty-two
(32) square feet.

Height. No real estate sign shall exceed twelve (12) feet in height.

Setback. Real es tate signs shall not be placed within ten (10) feet of any
public right-of-way.

Number. A maximum of one (1) real estate sign shall be permitted on any
property at any point in tim e. However, an additional real estate sign m ay
be placed on a corner lot in an industrial zoning district.

Acceptable. Signs m eeting the re quirement of Section 749.10(j)(2) and
(3) will not require a permit.
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(k) Roof Signs. Roof signs, shall be in accordance with the following provisions:

(1) Integration within Roof Design. Roof  signs shall be designed as an
integral or essentially integral part of a normal roof structure and shall not
extend vertically above the highest portion of the roof.

(2) The sign area of roof s igns shall be counted towards the m aximum sign
area allowed for building signs.

(I) Wall Signs. Wall signs shall be in accordance with the following provisions:

(1) Painted Wall Signs. W all signs shall not be painted dire ctly on a building
or wall.

(2) Depth from Wall Surface. Wall signs shall not extend m ore than twelve
(12) inches from the wall of the structure upon which it is mounted.

3) Vertical Inclination. W all signs may be inclined from the vertical only to
the ex tent n ecessary for conf ormity to the g eneral contour of the wa II,
around projections or ornam ental features. However, no part of such sign,
except the thickness thereof, shall extend beyond the lines of said
projection in any direction.

4) Extension beyond Ends of Wall Surface. No wall sign shall extend beyond
the ends of the wall on which it is attached.

(5) Extension above Wall Surface. A wall sign shall not ex tend above the top
of the wall upon which it is mounted.

(6) The sign area of wall signs shall be counted towards the m  aximum sign
area allowed for building signs.

(m)Window Signs. W indow signs sh all b e in accordan ce with th e following
provisions:

(1) Maximum Permanent Sign Coverage. No more than fifty (50) percent of
any window panel shall be covered by permanent or tem porary window
signs.

(2) Neon Signs. W here perm itted, neon signs m ay be used as perm anent
window signs.

3) The sign area of perm anent window si gns shall be counted towards the

maximum sign area allowed for building signs.

(n) Building Signs. Attached building signs shall be in accordance with the following
provisions:

(D

)

Size. The total area of all attached building signs shall not exceed in th e
aggregate three (3 ) square feet of area for each linear foot of prim  ary
building frontage and two (2) square feet of area for each linear foot of
secondary building frontage. Howeve r, a total m aximum of five hundred
(500) square feet of building sign s shall b e allowed for each prin cipal
building.

In multi-tenant buildings, each individual business will have its m aximum
allowable sign area calculated s eparately based on the am ount of building
frontage they occupy.

(o) Subdivision Identification Signs. Industr ial subdivision identification signs shall
be in accordance with the following provisions:

(1)
2)

Number. One (1) ground subdivision identification sign shall be permitted
at each entry to a subdivision along an arterial or collector thoroughfare.
Maximum Area. The m aximum si gn area for any subdivision
identification sign shall be twenty-four (24) square feet per sign face.
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3) Maximum Height. The m  aximum si gn height for any subdivision
identification sign shall be eight (8) feet.

(4) Minimum Setback. No subdivision iden tification sign shall be set back
from any public right-of-way less than ten (10) feet.

749.11 SIGNS PERMITTED IN COMMERCIAL SIGN DISTRICTS

Only the f ollowing typ es of signs are perm itted, subject to the lim itations and re quirements
stated below and elsewhere in this chapter:

(a) Awning Signs. All awning signs shall be affixed flat to the surface thereof and not
extend vertically or horizontally beyond the limits of the awning. The sign area
of awning s igns shall be counted towards the m aximum s ign area allowed for
building signs.

(b) Canopy Signs. All canopy signs shall be affixed flat to the surface thereof and
shall not extend vertically or horizonta Ily beyond the lim its of the canopy. The
sign area of awning signs shall be ¢ ounted towards the m aximum sign area
allowed for building signs.

(c) Development Identification Signs. All development identification signs shall be in
accordance with the following provisions:

(1) Maximum Num ber. Only one (1) center ide ntification s ignsha llb e
permitted per stre et f rontage f or any property. If a developm ent
identification sign is ins talled on a parcel, no addition al ground signs or
freeway-oriented signs shall be permitted.

(2) Required Setback. No part of any deve lopment identification sign shall be
setback less than ten (10 ) feet from a public right-of-way nor setback less
than twenty (20) feet from any other property line.

3) Maximum Height. The m aximum height of any center ide ntification sign
shall be no more than eight (8) feet in height.

4) Maximum Area. The maximum area of any center identification sign shall
be one-half ('2) square f oot per lineal foot of lot frontage, but not m ore
than one hundred (100) square feet per face.

(d) Changeable Copy Signs. All changeable copy signs, where perm itted, shall be in
accordance with the following provisions:

(1) Maximum Number. Only one (1) chang eable copy sign shall be perm itted
per zoning lot.

(2) Manual Changeable Copy Signs. All manual changeable copy signs within
six (6) feet of grade level shall be en closed and locked securely in clear
glass or plastic casing. All m anual changeable copy signs shall conform
to the requirements listed in this section.

3) Stand Alone Electronically Controlled Copy Signs. All stand alone
electronically controlled changeable copy signs sh all be in accordance
with the following requirements:

A. [llumination. All electronically con trolled changeable copy signs
shall adhe re to the illu mination standards set f orth in this Sign
Code.

B. Height of Message Characters. The height of each character on an
electronically controlled changeab le copy sign shall not exceed
eighteen (18) inches.
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(4)

C. Message Display. All electronicall y controlled changeable copy
signs shall have each message appear for no less than twenty (20)
seconds.

D. [llusion of Movem ent Prohibite d. All electron ically con trolled
changeable copy signs must show the entire message at one tim e
without displaying characters that are scrolling, moving, or exhibit
the illusion of movement.

E. Maximum Area. Each square foot of sign area shall dec rease the
maximum allowable sign area by four (4) square feet per sign face.

F. Scoreboards. Electronically cont rolled changeable copy signs are
permitted on scoreboards at sports facilities.

G. In no case shall electronically controlled changeable copy signs be

greater than fifty (50) square feet per sign face.

Integrated Electronically Controlled Changeable Copy Signs. Freestanding

Business Id entification signs m ay have an electro  nically contro lled

changeable copy sign as part of th e sign without a decrease in m aximum

allowable sign area, as in Sectio n (3) (e) above. However, the
electronically controlled changeable copy sign shall be in accordance with
the following requirements:

A. TIllumination. Undue brightness is prohibited. For the purpose of
enforcing th is provision, “undue brightness ” will b e construed to
mean illum ination of a white por tion of the sig n in exc ess of the
intensity levels: Day: 5,000 nits, Night: 1,000 nits.

To ensure compliance with this provision, the sign must have an automatic
phased proportional dimmer, which mu st be used to reduce nighttime
brightness levels (compared to daytime brightness levels). Further, prior to
the issuance of a per mit for an el ectronic changeable copy sign sign, the
applicant sh all prov ide written cer tification from the sign m anufacturer
that the ligh t intensity h as been f actory pre-set not to exceed the levels
specified above, and the intensity level is pr  otected from end-user
manipulation by password-protected so ftware or other m ethod as deem ed
appropriate by the Zoning Administrator.

B. Illusion of Movem ent Prohibited. All electronically controlled
changeable copy signs must show the entire m  essage at one tim ¢
without displaying characters that are scrolling, moving, or exhibit
the illusion of movement.

C. Length of Message Display. All elec tronically controlled changeable
copy signs shall have each m essage appear for no less than twenty
(20) seconds.

D. Overall Sign Integration. All ele ctronically controlled ch angeable
copy signs shall be integrated with a larger identification sign and
shall be located at the bottom of said sign.

E.  The electronically controlled ch angeable copy sign com ponent of a
sign may comprise no more than fifty (50) percent of the sign’s total
sign face area.
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(e) Construction Signs. T emporary construction signs shall com ply with the
following standards:

(1
)
3)
4

)
(6)

Number. Only one (1) ¢ onstruction sign shall be perm itted per zoning lot
on each street and/or limited access highway frontage.

Maximum Area per Face. Construction sign s shall be lim ited to a
maximum of thirty-two (32) square feet total.

Maximum Height. Construction signs sh all not exceed twelve (12) feet in
height.

Setback. No part of a constriction si gn shall be setback less than ten (10 )
feet from a public right-of-way nor from any property line.

[llumination. No construction sign shall be illuminated.

Duration. A 11 construction signs shall be rem oved within fourteen (14)
days of the beginnin g of the intended use or com pletion of the
construction project, whichever is sooner.

(f) Directional Signs. All direc tional signs shall be in acco rdance with the following

provisions:

(1) Not more than one (1) direc tional enter sign and one (1) directional exit
sign shall be permitted for each permitted access to a public right-of-way.

(2) Setback. No part of any directional si gn shall be located within the public
right-of- way nor setback less than three (3) feet from any property line.

3) Maximum Height. The m aximum height of any directiona | sign shall be
no more than four (4) feet. In no case shall such directional sign constitute
a visual obstruction to adequate sight distance.

(4) Maximum Area. The m aximum area of any directional sign shall be eight

(8) square feet.

(g) Drive-Through Signs. A 11 drive-through signs shall be in accordance with the
following provisions:

(1
)

©)
(4)
©)

(6)

Maximum Number. Only two (2) drive- through signs shall be perm itted
per building that has a drive-through facility.

Required Setback. No part of any dr ive-through sign shall be setback less
than twen ty (20) feet from a public right-of-way nor from any property
line.

Maximum Height. The m aximum height of any drive- through sign shall
be no more than ten (10) feet.

Maximum A rea. T he ma ximum area o f any drive-through sign shall be
eight (8) square feet per face.

Compliance with Nois e and I llumination Standards. All drive-through
signs shall conform to the noise and illumination standards set forth in the
Sign Code.

Required Separation. Drive-through signs shall be spaced at least twenty
(20) feet from  any other driv  e-through sign, and shall not be
simultaneously legible from any point except from the intersection of the
lot lines adjacent to the signs.

(h) Ground Signs. All g round signs shallb e in accordan ce with the following
provisions:

(1

Maximum Number. Only one (1) g round sign s hall be perm itted for a ny
property. If a ground sign is instal led on a parcel, no additional
development identification signs shall be permitted.
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)

)
(4)

)

(6)

Required Setback. No part of any gr ound sign shall be setback less than
ten (10) feet from a public right-of-way nor setback less than twenty (20)
feet from any other property line.

Maximum Height. The m aximum height of any ground shall be no more

than eight (8) feet in height.

Maximum Area. The m aximum area of any ground sign shall be one-half

(1/2) square foot per lineal foot of  building frontage, but not m ore than

one hundred (100) square feet per face.

Minor Variations to Required Str  eet Frontag e Spacing. The Zoning

Administrator m ay per mit up to a 5%  variation in the street frontage

spacing requirem ents for freestanding ground signs if conflict w ith

driveways, natural barriers, trees, and utility equipment is unavoidable.

Landscaping Required For Perm anent Ground Signs. The base of all

permanent ground signs shall be co  mpletely surrounded by a single

continuous area effectiv ely landscap ed in accordance with the followin g

standards and maintained in good condition at all times:

A. Edge. The edge of s  uch required landscaped area shall be a
minimum of thirty (30) inches from the edge of the sign or any edge
of the sign structure.

B.  Curb. W here the required landscap ed area adjoins a pave d surface
accessible to vehicular traffic, a raised concrete curb suitable to
prevent the encroachm ent of ve hicles shall be required. The
minimum horizontal distance between the face of any required curb
and any part of such sign shall be thirty (30) inches.

C. Living Plantings Required. All perm anent ground signs shall
incorporate a m inimum of two (2) square feet of landscaping for
each linear foot of sign length around the base of t he sign.
Landscaping may include a m ix of natural non-living elements such
as boulders, fountains or water featur es and or mulch of ba rk with a
minimum of twenty-five percen  t (25%) of the ground level
containing a live ground cover not in  cluding grass. Mature plant
height should not block the sign message or obstruct the sightlines of
motorist or pedestrians.

(1) Fuel Pum p Signs. A maxim um of two (2) square feet  of sign area shall be
permitted on each of the two (2) sides of each fuel-dispensing unit containing one
(1) or m ore fuel dispensing nozzles. This restriction does not apply to any sign
required by law.

(j) Projecting Signs. All projecting signs shall comply with the following standards:

(1)
2)

Number. One (1) projecting sig nshall be perm itted per princ ipal
structure.

Height above Grade. The bottom of a projecting sign may not be less than
ten (10) feet above grade.
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Height
Above

10°
15°
20°
25’
30°

3)

4

©)
(6)

Horizontal Projection. A projecting sign m ay project horizontally from a
building or structure as shown below:

of Base of Maxim um
Grade Projection

to less than 15> 6.5 feet
to less than 20’ 8.5 feet
to less than 25> 9.0 feet
to less than 30’ 9.5 feet
and over 10 feet

Projection into Right-of-W ay. At no time shall any sign project in to any
public right-of-way in a commercial sign distric t, except a s permitted in
the Historic Sign District.

Height above W all or Parapet. No pr ojecting sign shall extend above the
wall or parapet of any building to which it is affixed.

The sign area of projecting signs sha Il be counted towards the m aximum
sign area allowed for building signs.

(k) Real Estate Signs. Real estate sig  ns sh all be allowed in  accordance with the
following standards:

(1)
2)

€)
(4)

)

(6)

Duration. Real estate signs shall be rem oved within seven (7) days after
closing the sale.

Size. Real estate signs shall not have any sign face in excess of thirty-two
(32) square feet.

Height. No real estate sign shall exceed twelve (12) feet in height.

Setback. Real es tate signs shall not be placed within ten (10) feet of any
public right-of-way.

Number. A maximum of one (1) real estate sign shall be permitted on any
property at any point in tim e. However, an additional real estate sign m ay
be placed on a corner lot in a business zoning district.

Acceptable. Signs m eeting the req uirement of Section 749.11(k)(2 ) and
(3) of this Sign Code will not require a permit.

(I) Roof Signs. Roof signs, shall be in accordance with the following provisions:

(1)

)

Integration within Roof Design. Roof  signs shall be designed as an
integral or essentially integral part of a normal roof structure and shall not
extend vertically above the highest portion of the roof.

The sign area of roof's igns shall be counted towards the m aximum sign
area allowed for building signs.

(m)Wall Signs. Wall signs shall be in accordance with the following provisions:

(1)
2)
)

Painted Wall Signs. Wall signs shall not be painted dire ctly on a building
or wall.

Depth from W all Surface. Wall signs shall not extend m ore than twelve
(12) inches from the wall of the structure upon which it is mounted.
Vertical Inclination. W all signs may be inclined from the vertical only to
the ex tent n ecessary for conf ormity to the g eneral contour of the wa I,
around projections or ornam ental features. However, no part of such sign,
except the thickness thereof, shall extend beyond the lines of said
projection in any direction.

Page 24



4) Encroachment into Right-of-W ay. Wall signs shall not extend m ore than
three (3) inches beyond any property line abutting on public right-of-way
where the sign is less than ten ( 10) feet above the right-of-w ay
immediately below the sign or part thereof.

() Extension beyond Ends of Wall Surface. No wall sign shall extend beyond
the ends of the wall on which it is attached.

(6) Extension above Wall Surface. A wall sign shall not ex tend above the top
of the wall upon which it is mounted.

(7) The sign area of wall signs shall be counted towards the m  aximum sign
area allowed for building signs.

(n) Window Signs. W indow signs sh all b e in accordan ce with th e following
provisions:

(1) Maximum Permanent Sign Coverage. No more than fifty percent (50%) of
any window panel shall be covered by permanent or tem porary window
signs.

(2) Neon Signs. W here perm itted, neon signs m ay be used as perm anent
window signs.

3) The sign area of perm anent window si gns shall be counted towards the

maximum sign area allowed for building signs

(o) Building Signs. Attached building signs shall be in accordance with the following
provisions:

(1)

The total of all attached building signs shall no t exceed in the aggrega te
the following:

Building Building Total Sign Area
Level Setback Frontage Allowable Maxim um
Ground Less than Less than 1.5 sq. ft./linear
Floor 100 feet 250 feet foot of building 100 sq. ft.
frontage
100 - 300° Less than 3.0 sq. ft./linear
250 feet foot of building 200 sq. ft.
frontage
Over 300’ 250 - 500° 3.0 sq. ft./linear
foot of building 300 sq. ft.
frontage
Over 300’ Over 500’ 3.0 sq. ft./linear
foot of building 400 sq. ft.
frontage
Upper Less than Any 75 sq. ft./linear
Floors 100 feet foot of building 50 sq. ft.
frontage
More than Any 1.5 sq. ft./linear
100 feet foot of building 100 sq. ft.

frontage
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(2) In multi-tenant buildings, each individual business will have its m aximum
allowable sign area calculated s eparately based on the am ount of building
frontage they occupy.

(p) Freeway-Oriented Signs. Freeway-Oriented signs shall be in accordan ce with the
following provisions:

(1) Location R equirement. Freeway-oriented signs m  ust be within one
thousand (1000) feet of any ram p of an inters tate highway. Freeway-
oriented sig ns shall be on the sam e zoning lot as the business it is
advertising.

(2) Number. One (1) freeway-oriented sign shall be permitted for each zoning
lot.

3) Height. The maximum height of a fr eeway-oriented sign shall not exceed
sixty (60) feet abov e the elev ation of the centerline of the nearest traffic
lane.

(4)  Maximum Area. The maximum area of any Freeway-Oriented sign shall not
exceed a total of three hundred (300) square feet, with no single face exceeding
one hundred fifty (150) square feet.

(5) Setbacks. All freeway -oriented signs shall be setback am  inimum of
twenty-five (25) feet from any pub lic right-of -way and a m inimum of
fifteen (15) feet from any adjoining property line.

(6) Landscaping Required For Freeway-Ori ented Signs. The base of all
freeway-oriented signs shall be completely surrounded by a single
continuous area effectiv ely landscap ed in accordance with the followin g
standards and maintained in good condition at all times:

A. Edge. The edge of s uch required landscaped area shall be a

minimum of thirty (30) inches from the edge of the sign or any edge
of the sign structure.

B. Curb. W here the required landscap ed area adjoins a paved surface
accessible to vehicular traffic, a raised concrete curb suitable to

prevent the encroachm ent of ve hicles shall be required. The
minimum horizontal distance between the face of any required curb
and any part of such sign shall be thirty (30) inches.

C. Living Plantings Required. The landscaped area shall include living
plantings aesthetically located and maintained. The use of concrete,
asphalt, sto ne, or any other pa ved surface inside the required
landscaped area beneath the sign shall be prohibited.

(7) No zoning lot shall have both ade  tached ground si gn and a freeway-
oriented sign located on it.

749.12 SIGNS PERMITTED IN HISTORIC SIGN DISTRICTS

The type an d functional classification of signs permitted shall be those of the und erlying sign
district, subject to the regulations stated below:

(a) Limitations on Projecting Signs.
(1) Projecting signs shall have a minimum clearance of ten (10) feet above the
sidewalk and a maximum height of fifteen (15) feet above the sidewalk.
(2) Projecting signs shall not overhang th e public right-of-way. except over a
pedestrian sidewalk in a B-3 Centra 1 Business Zoning District, and then

only to a maximum of four (4) feell-;"age 2%



3) In addition to any other requirem ents of this section, as a condition of
issuing a perm it for the sign, the a pplicant m ust comply with the

following:
A. File with the Zoning Adm inistrator a ce rtificate of insurance f or

D.

Commercial General Liability coverage with a minimum limit of one
million dollar ($1,000 ,000) per occurrence for bodily inju ry,
personal injury and property dam age issued by an insurance
company authorized to do business in the State of Ohio and
acceptable to the City, conditioned to indemnify and save harm less
the City fro m acts or dam ages. If Comm ercial General Liability
Insurance with a general aggregate limit is u sed, either the general
aggregate lim it shall a pply separ ately to th is sign/lo cation or the
general aggregate limit shall be twice the required occurrence limit.
On the cov erage the C ity of Troy shall be lis ted as an a dditional
insured, using the language required by the City of Troy, Ohio.
Execute an agreement to indemnify, defend, and hold harmless the
City from any and all dam ages, judgments, costs or expenses which
the City may incur or suffer by reason of the granting of such perm it
or which may result by reason of  the granting of such perm it or
which m ay result from the constr  uction or m aintenance of such
projecting sign. The requirem ent to enter into a hold harm less
agreement shall b e required of  any subsequent owner(s) as a
condition of the perm it to use th e right-of-way for the overhanging
sign.

The policy shall not be cancelled, except after thirty (30) day’s prior
written notice has been pr ovided, m ailed to the Zoning
Administrator, 100 S. Market Stre et, Troy, Ohio, 45373. Prior to the
actual policy expiration, the owner must provide a certificate with a
new carrier.

All certificates shall be kept current and reissued each policy year
while the sign is still present.

(b) Sign Construction. The sign face m ay be constructed using rigid and opaque
materials such as wood, com position wood, m etal or MDO board. The use of
translucent materials such as certain types of plastics, vinyl, glass, plastic film,
fiberglass, or the use of co rrugated plastic or paper, ca rdboard, or foam shall be
prohibited. Other m aterials that are ri gid and opaque that are not sp ecifically
prohibited by this Sign Code m ay be approved by the Planning Commission on a
case-by-case basis.

(c) llumination. No sign shall b e internally illu minated. Only Extern al artificial
light sources directing light to the sign face shall conform to the following:

(1) The color of any artificial lights used shall be white or amber.

(2) Light fixtures shall be position ed in a m anner that f ocuses light onto the
sign face to prevent glare to person’s o ff-premise and to shield the fixtu re
lens or bulb from public view.

(d) Changeable Copy Signs. No sign shall utilize changeable letters.

(¢) Window Signs. No more than tw enty-five percent (25%) of any window panel
shall be covered by permanent and/or temporary window signs.
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(f) Architectural Review. Allp ermanent s igns shall be subject t o archi tectural
review by the Planning Comm ission. In determ ining whether to grant approval,
the Commission shall not approve unless:

(1) The sign is appropriate in scale to the building with which it is associated.
(2) The sign is appropriate in design to th e architectural style or period of the
building with which it is associated.
3) The colors selected for the sign are ~ compatible with the building with
which it is associated.
(4) The sign is located so as to reasonably minimize adverse aesthetic effects
on the architectural design of the building with which it is associated.
Application for architectural rev  iew by the Planning Comm ission shallbe m ade
simultaneously with the application for the sign permit. Applications shall be on the
form prescribed by the City, accom panied by adim  ensioned scale drawing or
dimensioned photograph of the sign indicating its typographic style, graphics, colors,
supporting structure and other visual detail.

749.13 SIGNS PERMITTED IN RESIDENTIAL SIGN DISTRICTS

Only the f ollowing typ es of signs are perm itted, subject to the lim itations and re quirements
stated below and elsewhere in this chapter:
(a) Changeable Copy Signs. All ch angeable copy signs, perm itted only for
institutional use, shall be in accordance with the following provisions:

(1) Maximum Number. Only one (1) chang eable copy sign shall be perm itted
per zoning lot.

(2) Manual Changeable Copy Signs. All manual changeable copy signs within
six (6) feet of grade level shall be en closed and locked securely in clear
glass or plastic casing.

3) Stand Alone Electronically Controlled Copy Signs. All electronically
controlled changeable copy sign s sh all be inacco  rdance with the
following requirements:

A. Illumination. All electronica lly co ntrolled changeable copy signs
shall adhere to the illumination standards set forth in this Sign Code.

B.  Height of Message Characters. The height of each character on an
electronically controlled changeab le copy sign shall not exceed
eighteen (18) inches.

C. Message Display. All electronically  controlled changeable copy
signs shall have each m essage appear for no less than tw enty (20)
seconds.

D. Illusion of Movem ent Prohibited. All electronically controlled
changeable copy signs must show the entire m  essage at one tim ¢
without displaying characters that are scrolling, moving, or exhibit
the illusion of movement.

E. Maximum Area. Each square foot of sign area shall decrease th e
maximum allowable sign area by four (4) square feet per sign face.

F.  Scoreboards. Electronically cont rolled changeable copy signs are
permitted on scoreboards at sports facilities.

G. Inno case s hall electronically controlled changeable copy signs be
greater than 50 square feet per sign face.
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4

Business Id entification Signs with In tegrated Electroni cally Controlled
Changeable Copy Signs. Freestanding Business Identification signs m ay
have an electronically co ntrolled changeable copy sign as part of the sign
without a decrease in m aximum allowable sign area, as in Section (3) (E)
above. However, the el ectronically controlled ch angeable copy sign shall
be in accordance with the following requirements:

A Tllumination. Colors of illumination shall be one color and s hall be
red, white or amber. Undue brightness is prohibited. For the purpose
of enforcing this p rovision, “undue brightness” will be cons trued to
mean illum ination of a white por tion of the sig n in exc ess of the
intensity levels: Day: 5,000 nits, Night: 1,000 nits.

To ensure compliance with this provision, the sign must have an automatic
phased proportional dimmer, which mu st be used to reduce nighttime
brightness levels (compared to daytime brightness levels). Further, prior to
the issuance of a per mit for an el ectronic changeable copy sign sign, the
applicant sh all prov ide written cer tification from the sign m anufacturer
that the ligh t intensity has been f actory pre-set not to exceed the levels
specified above, and the intensity level is pr  otected from end-user
manipulation by password-protected so ftware or other m ethod as deem ed
appropriate by the Zoning Administrator.

B Illusion of Movem ent Prohibited. All electronically controlled
changeable copy signs must show the entire m  essage at one tim e
without displaying characters that are scrolling, moving, or exhibit
the illusion of movement.

C  Length of Message Display. All elec tronically controlled changeable
copy signs shall have each m essage appear for no less than twenty
(20) seconds.

D  Overall Sign Integration. All ele ctronically controlled ch angeable
copy signs shall be integrated with a larger identification sign and
shall be located at the bottom of said sign.

E  The electronically controlled ch angeable copy sign com ponent of a
sign may comprise no more than fifty percent (50%) of the sign’s
total sign face area.

(b) Construction Signs. T emporary construction signs shall com ply with the
following standards:

(1
)

3)
(4)

Number. Only one (1) ¢ onstruction sign shall be perm itted per zoning lot
on each street and/or limited access highway frontage.

Maximum Area per Face. Construction si gns shall be limited to a total of
eight (8) square feet.

[llumination. No temporary construction sign shall be illuminated.
Duration. A 1l construction signs shall be rem oved within fourteen (14)
days of the beginnin g of the intended use or com pletion of the
construction project, whichever is sooner.

(c) Directional Signs. All direc tional signs shall be in acco rdance with the following
provisions:

(1

Not more than one (1) direc tional enter sign and one (1) directional exit
sign shall be permitted for each permitted access to a public right-of-way.
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)
3)

(4)

Setback. No part of any directional si gn shall be located within the public
right-of-way nor setback less than three (3) feet from any property line.
Maximum Height. The m aximum height of any directiona | sign shall be
no more than four (4) feet. In no case shall such directional sign constitute
a visual obstruction to adequate sight distance.

Maximum Area. The m aximum area of any directional sign shall be eight
(8) square feet.

(d) Institutional Signs. All freestanding instit utional signs, shall be ground signs and
shall be in accordance with the following provisions:

(1)
2)
©)
(4)

Number. One (1) institutional sign shall be permitted for each institutional
property.

Setback. A minimum setback of ten (10) feet from any public right-of-way
shall be maintained.

Maximum Height. The maximum height for institutional signs is s ix (6)
feet.

Sign Area. The m aximum sign ar ea pe rmitted f or ins titutional signs is
forty-eight (48) square feet with a maximum of twenty-four (24) square
feet per face.

(e) Real Estate Signs. Real esta te signs shall be allowed in accordan ce with th e
following standards:

()

(1
)

3)
4

)
(6)

Duration. Real estate signs shall be rem oved within seven (7) days after
closing the sale.

Size. Real estate signs s hall not hav e any sign face in exces s of eight (8)
square feet.

Height. No real estate sign shall exceed five (5) feet in height.

Setback. Real es tate signs shall not be placed within ten (10) feet of an'y
public right-of-way.

Number. A maximum of one (1) real estate sign shall be permitted on any
property at any point in time.

Acceptable. Signs m eeting the req uirement of Section 749.13(¢)(2) and
(3) of this Sign Code will not require a permit.

Subdivision Identification Signs. Residential subdivision identification signs shall
be in accordance with the following standards:

(1
)
3)
4

Number. One (1) ground subdivision identification sign shall be permitted
at each entry to a subdivision along an arterial or collector thoroughfare.
Maximum Area. The m aximum si gn area for any subdivision
identification sign shall be twenty-four (24) square feet per sign face.
Maximum Height. The m  aximum si gn height for any subdivision
identification sign shall be eight (8) feet.

Minimum Setback. No subdivision iden tification sign shall be set back
from any public right-of-way less than ten (10) feet.
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(g) Building Signs. The total of all attached building signs shall not exceed in the
aggregate the following:

Building Building Building Total Sign Area
Type Setback Frontage Allowable Maxim um
Single- Any Any 3 sq. ft. 3 sq. ft.
Fam ily
Two- Any Any 6 sq. ft. 6 sq. ft.
Family
Multi-
Fa mily w/ Any  Any 6 sq. ft. 6 sq. ft.
Separate each entrance each entrance
Entrances
Multi-
Family w/ Any Any 12 sq. ft. 12 sq. ft.
Co mmon
Entrance

Educational Less than Less than 1.5 sq. ft./linear
Institution 100 feet 250 feet foot of building 100 sq.ft
frontage

100 - 300° Less than 3.0 sq. ft./linear
250 feet foot of building 200 sq. ft.
frontage

Over 300° 250-500" 3.0 sq. ft./linear
foot of building 300 sq. ft.
frontage

Over 300° Over 500° 3.0 sq. ft./linear
foot of building 400 sq. ft.
frontage

749.14 TEMPORARY SIGNS

Temporary Signs. Temporary signs on private property shall be allowed in Industrial and
Commercial Districts only, a nd upon the issuance of a te mporary sign perm it unless heretofore
specifically exem pted fr om such perm it within this Sign Code. Alltem  porary signs shall
conform to the following conditions:

(a) Term. A temporary sig n may be placed upon a zoning lot during each calendar

year f or up to twenty- eight (28) days. Thes e 28 days m ay be split into a
maximum of four (4), seven (7) day increments.
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(b)
(c)
(d)

(e)
¢y

Number. Only one (1) tem porary sign permit will issued at a tim e. A maximum
of four (4) permits shall be issued per calendar year.

[llumination. Tem porary signs sh allnotb e illum inated, unless otherwise
specifically permitted within this Sign Code.

Setback. The m inimum setback for all frees tanding temporary signs shall be ten
(10) feet from the public right-of-w ay unless otherwise specific ally stated within
this Sign Code. No tem porary sign sh all violate the vi  sual obstruction
requirements set forth elsewhere in this chapter.

Location. Roof signs a nd portable chang eable copy signs are prohibited in the
Industrial and Commercial Districts.

Maximum Area. The maximum area of any temporary sign shall not exceed a total
of forty-eight (48) square feet, with no single face exceeding twenty-four (24)
square feet.

749.15 SIGNS FOR NON-CONFORMING USES

(a)

(b)

Non-residential Use. A ny non-confor ming non-residential use within any
Agricultural, Agricultural-Residential, Residen tial, or Of fice-Residential District
shall be perm itted one (1) square foot of sign area for each two hundred fifty
(250) square feet of lot area used for said nonconforming use.

Residential Use. Any non-conform  ingre sidential usein ~ an Agricultural,
Agricultural-Residential, Re sidential, or Office-Reside ntial District or any non-
conforming residential use in a Busine  ss, Industrial, or ~ Wellhead Operation
District shall be permitted signs as regulated in that district.

749.16 PROCEDURES FOR SIGN PERMITS

The following procedures shall govern the application for and the issuance of sign permits for all
permanent and temporary signs allowed under this Sign Code:

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

Owner or Agent to Secure Sign Permit. If a sign heretofore permitted by this Sign
Code, is to be placed, constructed, erected, or modified on a zoning lot, the owner
of such lot shall secure a sign perm it prior to such cons truction, placem ent,
erection, or modification of such sign. Sign permits shall be issued for individual
zoning lots. The property owner shall maintain in force, at all times, a sign permit
for such sign.

Applications. All applica tions for sign permits of any kind shall be sub mitted to
the Zoning Adm inistrator on an application form provided by the City of Troy.
An application for construction, creation, or installation of a new sign or for
modification of an existing sign shall be  accompanied by detailed drawings to
show the dimensions, design, structure, and location of each particular sign. Each
type of sign shall be on separate applications. At time of application, an approved
Occupancy Permit must be on file with the City of Troy for any new business or
for an existing business which has moved to a new location.

Fees. Each application for an individua I sign permit shall be accom panied by the
applicable fees, which shall be establishe d by the Troy City C ouncil from time to
time by resolution.

Completeness. Within ten (10) days of receiving an application for a sign perm it,
the Zoning Adm inistrator ShfSlH reyiew itf or com pleteness. If th e Zonin g
Administrator finds that it is coralg%?gte, the application shall then be proc essed. If
the Zoning Adm inistrator finds that it is inco mplete, the Zoning Adm inistrator
shall notify the applicant of the reasons the application was deemed incomplete.



(e)

®

(2

Action. Within twenty (20) days of the submission of a complete application for a

sign permit, the Zoning Administrator shall either:

(1) Issue the sign perm it, if the sign ¢ onforms in every respect with the
requirements of this Sign Code; or

(2) Reject the sign perm it if such sign fails in any way to confor m to the
requirements of this Sign Code. In case of rejection , the Zoning
Administrator shall sp ecify the s ection or sections of the S ign Code with
which the sign application is inconsistent.

3) If the Zoning Adm inistrator rejects the s ign perm it, the applic ant m ay
appeal th e rejection to the Board of Zoning Appeals pursuant to the
Zoning Code.

Building Permit. After obtaining a sign pe rmit from the City, the owner or agent

shall contact the Miami County Building Regulations Department to apply for and

obtain all necessary building permits for the sign construction or installation.

The Zoning Adm inistrator is authorized tom ake inspections tod etermine

conformance with the provi sions of this Sign Code and the com pliance with

orders issued pursuant to this section.

749.17 NON-CONFORMING SIGNS

(a)

(b)

Provisions for Continuance. Any non-c¢ onforming sign m ay continue. However,
such non-confor ming sign shall lose its ~ non-conforming status and m ust be
brought into com pliance with this Sign Code or be removed if a ny of the
following occur:

(1) The sign is altered in any way in structure or size.

(2) The sign is relocated.

3) The sign is replaced.

(4) The sign becomes an obsolete sign for more than one hundred eighty-three
(183) days.

(5) The sign is damaged to an extent of greater than fifty percent (50%) of the
estimated replacement value.

(6) The sign creates a hazard to vehicular and pedestrian traffic.

Illegal Signs Not Non-confor ming Signs. A ny sign not lawfully existing prior to
the enac tment of this Sign Code and whic h could not be erected in accordance
with the provisions of this Sign Code sh  all not be de emed to a ttain any leg al
status by the enactment of this Sign Code.
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749.18 REMOVAL OF SIGNS

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

Removal of Obsolete Signs. Thirty (30) days after becoming an obsolete sign, the
face of the sign shall be rem oved or reversed. Six (6) m onths after becoming an
obsolete sign, all obsolete signs shall be taken down and removed, including all
legible parts of the sign structure, or in the case of painted wall signs, painted over
to obliterate the obsolete message. This shall be accomplished by the owner of the
property upon which such sign is lo cated. After written c itation and notice f rom
the Zoning Adm inistrator, and failure by such sign ow ner or property owner to
comply with such notic e within f ourteen (14) days, the Zoning Adm inistrator is
authorized to cause removal of the sign  and/or sign structur e, and any expense
incident thereto shall be paid by the ow ner of the property upon which such sign
is located.

Unsafe or Illegal Signs. If the Zoni ng Administrator or designee finds that any
sign or structure regulated herein is uns afe or illegal, written notice or citation
shall be given to the owner of the prope rty upon which the sign is located, noting
such violation of this S ign Code and tim e specified to rem edy such violation. I f
the property owner fails to remove the sign, repair th e sign, or obtain required
permits so as to com ply with the re quirements set forth in th e citation or notice,
the Zoning Adm inistrator is authorized to cause rem oval of the sign and any
expense incidental thereto shall be paid by the owner of the property upon which
the sign is located. Each day such violation or failure to comply is continued after
notification thereof shall constitute a separate offense.

Temporary Signs with Lapsed Permits. All temporary signs that were constructed,
painted, ins talled, or m aintained in conformance with a te mporary sign perm it
under this Sign Code, and such permit has lapsed and has not been renewed, shall
be forthwith removed by the owner of th e property on which such sign is located.
Upon failure of the owner to rem ove such signs, the Zoning Adm inistrator may
cause rem oval of such signs after issui ng forty-eight (48) hour notice to such
owner and any expense incident thereto shall be paid by the owner of the property
upon which such sign is located.

Signs with No Perm its. Except as otherw ise provided herein, the owner of any
zoning lot or other premises on which exists a sign for which there is no valid sign
permit shall be obligated to remove such sign or bring it into confor mity with the
requirements of this Sign Code.

749.19 APPEALS AND VARIANCES

The Board of Zoning Appeals sha 1l have authority to heara  ppeals and consider variance
applications as provided under Chapter 1137 of th e Zoning Code. The affir mative vote of four
(4) members shall be required to sustain an ap peal. The affirm ative vote of four (4) m embers
shall be required to approve a variance.
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(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(e)
®

A variance for location of the sign only, may be granted by the Board of Zoning
Appeals (B ZA) where the strict in terpretation of this chap ter would create an
unusual and unnecessary hardsh ip on the p roperty owner or occupan t due to the
unique location or physical characteristics of the property, if such variance would
not adversely affect the public interest ~ in any substan tial m anner, and if the
relevant physical characteristics of the property were not caused by a current or
previous owner or occupant.

The BZA shall no t have the au thority to approve any sign with a m essage area
exceeding that pe rmitted by this chapter, or to perm it the total m essage area to
exceed the allowable message area permitted by this chapter. Only changes to the
placement or location of a sign shall be granted by the BZA.

In the event that a sign is established in violation of any provision of this chapter,
no application for a variance allowing such sig n shall be accepted, p rocessed or
reviewed by the BZA while the illegal sign remains in place.

Following disapproval by the BZA of an application or request for variance, no
subsequent application requesting the same varian ce shall be filed byth e
applicant, whether or not the same person, firm or corporation, until the expiration
of twelve (12) months after disapproval.

Applications for variances shallb  ear a nonrefundable  fee in the am ount
established on the City’s fee schedule for zoning variances.

Although these sign regula  tions are business regula  tions and not zoning
regulations, the notice and hearing proce dures provided by Ohio law for zoning
variances shall be utilized for sign variances under this chapter.

749.20 VIOLATIONS

(a)

(b)

Violations. Any of the following shall be a violation of this Sign Code and shall
be subject to the enforcem ent remedies and penalties provided by this Sign Code
and by law:

(1) Inconsistent with Plan or Permit. To install, create, erect, or maintain any
sign in a way that is inconsistent wi th any plan or perm it governing such
sign or the zoning lot on which the sign is located.

(2) Failure to Obtain Per mit. To install, ¢ reate, erect, or m aintain any s ign
requiring a permit without such a permit.

3) Failure to Re move Si gn. To fail to rem ove any sign that is installed,
created, erected, or maintained in violation of this Sign Code, or for which
the sign permit has lapsed.

4) Separate Violation Each Day. Each such day of a continued violation shall
be considered a separate violation when applying the penalty portions of
this Sign Code.

Separate Violations. Each sign installe  d, created, erected, or m aintained in

violation of this Sign Code shall be considered a separate violation when applying

the penalty portions of this Sign Code.

749.21 SEVERABILITY

Should a court of competent ju  risdiction fin d any part of this ch  apter un enforceable, th e
remainder of this chapter shall remain in full force and effect to the fullest extent not in conflict
with the court’s decision.
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749.99 PENALTY

A violation of the requirem ents of this Sign Code shall con stitute a m isdemeanor of the f ourth
degree, punishable as provided in Section 501.99 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Troy,
Ohio and each day such violation is continued shall constitute a se parate offense. If the offender
has previously been convicted of a violation of this Sign Code, then a subsequent violation shall
constitute a m isdemeanor of the third degree, punishable as provided in Section 501.99 of the
Codified Ordinances of the City of Troy, Ohio and each d ay such vio lation is con tinued shall
constitute a separate offense.
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